
GILA RIVER BASIN

09511300 VERDE RIVER NEAR SCOTTSDALE, AZ

LOCATION.--Lat 33°33'31", long 111°40'07", in NW1/4NE1/4SE1/4 sec. 31, T.3 N., R.7 E., Maricopa County, Hydrologic Unit 15060203, in Salt River Indian Reservation, on right 
bank, 0.75 mi north of city of Phoenix water-treatment plant, 1 mi upstream from mouth, 1.7 mi downstream from State Highway 87, and 16 mi northeast of Scottsdale.

DRAINAGE AREA.--6,615 mi2, of which 365 mi2 is noncontributing, including 357 mi2 in Aubrey Valley Playa, a closed basin.
PERIOD OF RECORD.--Feb. 1961 to current year.
REVISED RECORDS.--WDR AZ–89–1: Drainage area.
GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 1,320.31 ft above sea level. Prior to Oct. 1, 1980, and Jan. 4 to Oct. 3, 1988, at site 1.7 mi upstream on State Highway 87 

bridge at datum 31.04 ft higher. Oct. 1, 1980, to Jan. 3, 1988, at Verde Plant intake structure 0.1 mi upstream at same datum.
REMARKS.--Records good, except estimated daily discharges, which are poor.  Flow regulated by Bartlett and Horseshoe Reservoirs (see sta 09509500) except during periods 

of spill or floodflow below Bartlett Dam. About 12,500 acres above reservoirs are irrigated by surface water and ground water. Below reservoirs water is diverted for 
municipal supply for the city of Phoenix, and for irrigation of an undetermined acreage in Fort McDowell Indian Reservation. Remainder (except during infrequent period of 
extreme flooding) is diverted at Granite Reef Dam on Salt River, 6 mi downstream, for irrigation in Salt River Valley and for municipal use by the city of Phoenix.

AVERAGE DISCHARGE.--42 years, 612 ft3/s, 443,400 acre-ft/yr.
EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 127,000 ft3/s Jan. 8, 1993, from slope-area measurement of peak flow, gage height, 25.37 ft recorded; no flow 

at times some years.
EXTREMES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Maximum discharge, 727 ft3/s, Feb. 14 at 0430, gage height 4.00 ft. Minimum daily discharge, 56 ft3/s, Sept. 11.

DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND, WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2002 TO SEPTEMBER 2003                     
DAILY MEAN VALUES                            

 
 DAY       OCT      NOV      DEC      JAN      FEB      MAR      APR      MAY      JUN      JUL      AUG      SEP
 
   1        71      291      248      281      271      172      559      382      136      346      129      101
   2        71      292      221      306      254      134      543      436      135      310      170       94
   3        85      268      217      307      240      156      375      503      140      280      181       98
   4        92      228      212      308      231      160      343      374      184      287      131      124
   5        87      277      206      345      233      156      325      321      209      306      102      183
 
   6        93      330      200      345      213      153      308      301      287      314      167      161
   7        82      362      199      306      191      155      293      312      344      306      225      126
   8        75      413      198      285      208      155      296      340      297      382      281       97
   9        84      463      218      236      231      153      315      469      261      418      299       82
  10        76      380      290      196      242      153      333      398      288      421      330       73
 
  11        67      335      292      187      289      146      438      353      309      482      324       56
  12        72      288      277      171      413      136      455      337      317      368      380       97
  13        75      350      267      158      411      134      464      334      322      344      367       89
  14        86      421      249      178      400      143      354      324      259      329      372       87
  15        84      400      220      190      193      132      331      322      249      309      482       82
 
  16        82      353      271      192      185      143      324      360      256      324      343       96
  17        83      315      330      203      176      208      333      410      241      427      314      100
  18       142      290      331      211      157      532      367      379      296      472      313       82
  19       221      299      326      220      133      541      391      332      324      480      240       74
  20       264      288      271      260      147      532      334      289      292      452      199       76
 
  21       277      283      226      299      161      459      318      267      302      266      182       74
  22       419      281      195      314      160      496      356      190      308      174      204       68
  23       436      385      204      292      159      532      389      115      297      125      148       63
  24       453      388      168      272      159      549      316      105      287      101      121       76
  25       462      392      117      249      149      552      390      113      287       98       98       72
 
  26       473      335      101      238      193      540      404      113      281     e140      104       73
  27       476      304       97      226      152      537      403       90      313     e248      106       75
  28       462      260      157      230      241      634      459       83      328     e351      104       74
  29       387      253      225      251      ---      669      468       82      349     e235       96       85
  30       344      283      276      261      ---      622      423      105      356      238       99       73
  31       311      ---      249      297      ---      569      ---      155      ---      188       96      ---
 
 TOTAL    6492     9807     7058     7814     6192    10353    11407     8694     8254     9521     6707     2711
 MEAN      209      327      228      252      221      334      380      280      275      307      216     90.4
 MAX       476      463      331      345      413      669      559      503      356      482      482      183
 MIN        67      228       97      158      133      132      293       82      135       98       96       56
 AC-FT   12880    19450    14000    15500    12280    20540    22630    17240    16370    18880    13300     5380
 
 CAL YR 2002   TOTAL 48969  MEAN 134  MAX 521  MIN 49  AC-FT  97130
 WTR YR 2003   TOTAL 95010  MEAN 260  MAX 669  MIN 56  AC-FT 188500
 
   e  Estimated

http://waterdata.usgs.gov/az/nwis/inventory/?site_no=09511300

